WCTA Meeting
5/21/2026

President Bob Short led the meeting with the Pledge of Allegiance

Roll Call – Present at the meeting was 9 members from 7 Townships together with County Representatives, Scott Lirot (Williams County Commissioner), Todd Roth (Williams County Engineer), Vickie Grimm (Williams County Auditor), Kellie Gray (Willams County Treasurer), Oscar Hernandez (Williams County Health Dept), Kyle Miller (Williams County Sheriff’s Department, and John Waterston (Williams County Engineer’s office).  Also present was India Kenner (Village Reporter)


Minutes were read, Motion to approve by  Dan Gillen (Superior Township), 2nd Mark Trausch (Florence Township) and the motion carried.

Treasurer’s Report was read, Motion to approve by Mary Jo Gniewkowski (Northwest Township), 2nd by Bert Brown (Florence Township) and the motion carried.

Scott Lirot, County Commissioner, received several complaints about fiber optics going in.  They are working on assisting Hillside (hole that they are in), working with consultants.  EMS is not in the hole that they were in.   JFS, losing money as well; we are expecting to give them money soon.  We do need any more foster homes in the county.   The state has dropped what they pay for in regards to food stamps, which went from 50% to 25% and put the difference on the County.  Dealing with the airport, big cement job, they are looking at gas pumps – no one bidded on it, may put bid out there again in the Fall.   There was a study on what was under the cement;  6 engineers worked on this.  Alvordton is stepping away and they are letting Millcreek Township handle things.  Bob said things are going smooth.  

Kyle Miller, Sheriff Dept, business as usual and they are receiving the same complaints on the fiber optics.  Trainings are coming up.  Water training in June for new hires.  We are teaming up with ODNR for the water training.  We do have a dive team and we have been working on that for about a year now.  We have all of our certifications.  Only thing we cannot do is to go under ice.  We are learning how  to prioritize a situation.  CPT mandated hours, looking well on this.  We have a couple new cars.   Memorial Day coming up, will handle the calls as they come in; more issues usually by water.   Question by Bert Brown, are dive teams qualified for deep waters?  Kyle informed us that they are trained for 100 ft.  One thing they need is a boat, a boat they can utilize that will get in certain areas, 15 ft boat, one that we can be balanced in because all of the equipment they have is pretty heavy.  The sheriff will have the actual stats on what kind of boat they will need.  

Oscar (Health Department), a position on the board was vacated and they appointed Sue Kannel.  The executive meeting will need to meet to get her officially appointed.  There have been cases of Whooping Cough, this is a vaccinated disease.  More this year than last.  HB 561 Choice Act, prevention for vaccinated diseases.  HB 692 Treatment System Reform, this bill moves to disbarr the maintenance-  12 month inspections, follow up to see if issues with sewage treatment systems.  Assoc of OH Health Commissioners. This should pass sometime this year.   Family Connects Program, home visiting nursing; just hired a new nurse and she will be doing home visits to meet moms and babies.  Finishing up our community health assessment.  Environment Help Program – Mosquito Control program.  See what kind of mosquitos we have in the area.   WCP funding to help people with their sewage systems.  Can get up to 50 to 100% covered.  Working with our Dog Warden.  Shannon Trausch working great with our Recycle Program.  Wick Program, we know families are struggling.  Family aren’t taking advantage of the program.  Right now lower numbers for Wick.
Bert Brown – annual inspection 5 year program.   Laymans usually does this for the homeowner.  

Todd Roth (Williams County Engineer), hired two new people, we will have our normal work force.  Just opened bids for our paving project.  CR H from 8 to 576.  And CR 8 as well.  Getting stone hauled for chip seal, doing about 30 miles this year.  Another project, start soon in Center Township.  Alvordton 80% complete.  5 homes left to tie in.  Having some trouble with the pump station (manufacturer issue).    All is pretty good.  Issue with one home right now, contractor is working with the homeowner.  Contractor was to close to house and the wall shifted.  We asked for extension on funding which was supposed to be done by June.  Looking at being finished by September if they give extension.   Made application with Jefferson Township regarding the TID program.   Made application with Pulaski Township.  EPA for Ohio Money and Capital with the state, for sewage issue (Bona Vesta).   Permits on townships roads, ultimately the commissioner signs permits.  Fiber optics has been challenging.  They have to clear 4 ft, in the right-away.  They don’t follow safety proto call.    Bob (question), is anyone in the county in charge of overseeing this project?  Todd there are contacts for them throughout the county.  Ron Buda has the names of the connections.   They are supposed to give Ron their schedule every morning.  Their completion date is September.  Permits do not allow them to go outside the right-away.   Any bills for tile being broken, they are responsible for it.  Even if it is found in a couple years.  Pursue Charter or Spectrum.  

Vickie Grimm (Williams County Auditor), HB 186 Inflation Credit App.  We should see a 2nd half credit; we are still waiting to see, we may need to extend payment due date if the credit is not present yet.    HB 309, review of townships, villages to make sure their not collecting more than we should be collecting.  The Budget Commission will review.  Auditor’s office will start monitoring.  Letters to go out to Fiscal Officers.  

Kellie Gray (Williams County Treasurer),  we are trying to figure out if we need to get rid of the penny, and how will we handle that.  Some places in Ohio are already rounding up.  Land Bank, applied for the Welcome Home Grant.  We are still waiting to hear back on this.    A couple township trustees and neighbors with properties with old cars and junk yards

Todd Roth (Williams County Engineer), haven’t seen the award yet,  Application for Farmland Preservation (grant),  seen that we have been accepted but haven’t received anything yet.  We should receive $50,000.

Bert Brown (Florence Township), had a number people call about Data Centers.   We have had some discussion in our county, should we actively look at it?  Scott Lirot, went to the Northwest State conference, they thought townships should look into it to see if it is something we would want.  There are different sizes.  We are still looking at getting more information.  No one has applied for a data center in Williams County.   Todd Roth, planning commission should look into this and ask how this would be managed.  There are regulations the planning commission can put forth.  

Should buggies be licensed.  Todd Roth said they called Columbus and asked about this and they haven’t heard back.  Holmes County collects a buggie fees.  Todd Roth going to reach out to Columbus again.   

Bob, fair board reorganized, new person in charge of booths.  Do we want to keep the booth under the grand stand.  We will check at the August meeting.  

Next meeting is the 20th of August at the Engineers office.  

Motion to adjourn by Bert Brown (Florence Township), 2nd Mark Trausch (Florence Township) and the motion carried.


Respectfully submitted,

Deanne Batterson
WCTA Secretary / Treasurer
