February 19, 2026
WCTA Minutes / Notes

Prior to meeting candidates for office introduced themselves: Patti Rockey, Josh Williams, Jim Hoops

Roll Call:  24 members present from all 12 Townships present.  Also present,  Scott Lirot & Terry Rummel (Commissioners); Todd Roth (Wms. Co. Engineer); Patti Rockey (Wms. Co. Reorder); Vickie Grimm (Wms. Co. Auditor); Kellie Gray (Wms. Co. Treasurer); Oscar Hernandez (Health Commissioner); Nick Lanzer (Wms County Clerk of Courts); Carrie Schlade (Bryan City Mayor); Jim Hoops (State Representative and candidate for Senate); Josh Williams (candidate for Congress); and several others.

Minutes read.  Motion to approve minutes by Dan Gillen, 2nd Mike Elser, and the motion carried.

Treasurer Report Motion to approve by Matt Grube, 2nd Mike Trausch, and the motion carried.

Scott Lirot (Commissioner), all good at Commissioners, Next Generation 911, they are ready; great collaboration with our mayor of Bryan.  Getting ready with the new building north part of town.  We have been working a lot at our County Home with the way Medicaid has been working.  We are also working hard to see how we are going to get the money back that was a loan to the home.  We are also looking for a new director for Job & Family.   EMS is fixed, we are breaking even now.  County is in good shape, property taxes we gave back 4% about $17 per $100,000 value.   Terry Rummel, they have really dug in to get everything managed at the nursing home.  

Terry Rummel (Commissioner), 911, struggling with paging system with the townships that have fire departments.  We are working at partnering with them to have a better paging system.   Radio’s are working much better. Heather is doing both 911 and EMA right now.

Oscar Hernandez (Health Department), getting ready for the District Advisory Meeting, going to be appointing new board members.  Campsite, all unique in how they operate, a campground defined with at least 5 campers/trailers; there are a lot of requirements for this.  Working with Todd Roth to have a plan for a sewer system up there in Alvordton.    Working with Regional planning for lot splits.  We are taking the administrative code and made a flow chart to assist others.  New grant with Defiance, Henry, and Fulton county to visit homes with new babies.  Drug free community/ ECHO coalition working on grant for this.   We were notified today the fee for licenses is going to double (for restaurants, vending machines, …)  Kaleigh is working on operations and maintenance.  We are hoping to give property owners a little bit of relief.   The $60 fee is every five years.   The state says we have to pump our tank every 10 years.   Mike Elser asked if Health Department had a flow chart on the rules of the Health Dept with the sewer tanks.  When renewals are sent out there is a step-by-step instruction.     District Advisory Board Meeting -  March 10th at 5:30 at East Annex.  

Vicki Grimm (County Auditor) – finished collections, we will be getting checks pretty soon, once balanced.  Levies, light this year.  Vickie sent 2 new resolutions to Katie.  

Kellie Gray (County Treasurer), collections went good this year.  Working on setting up automatic payments and e-billings.  Land Bank, applications submitted for grant with Maumee Valley.  Looking forward to building houses and building up Williams County.  

Patti Rockey (County Recorder), teacher at Montpelier school contacted her to host a foundation, pictures of our founding people in the community with biographies.  It will be at the Courthouse for people to see for years; and it is not paid for by tax dollars.  A grant paid for this program.  And they had fundraising.  

Carrie Schlade (Bryan City Mayor),  lots of things are going on, we are actually getting some work done on the Amtrak station, with federal funding.  This is something we tried to get done for 25 years.   We are always welcomed to the amphitheater in the summer.   Park will have a pavilion installed by this Fall.  

Nick Lanzer (County Clerk of Courts), we have projects in the works and are very busy.  Another member will be added to the office so we can work on some of these projects, with BCI being one of the projects.  Title office is busy. Driver examination have been slower.  

Todd Roth (County Engineer),  we are going to apply for grant with Maumee Valley- agriculture land grant.  Regional planning has money.  Protect Ag Land, promote smart growth principals,.  Working on grant application with Bryan for paving; it is called a TIDD program.  Ron Buda – Sign Grant through Ohio for 5 townships:  Springfield, Pulaski, Center, Bridgewater, Superior; rotation every 6 years.  June 5 is the deadline.  OH mileage certification is due.  Charter Communication is upgrading fiberoptics starting in Northwest Township. 

Matt Grube (Center Township Trustee), question about the telephone poles, who’s responsible for it with fiberoptics when a pole falls down on the road and wires are down.  If someone’s in the area, we get help, but its been hard to get someone here to take care of it (Todd Roth).  Is the liability the townships?  – per Todd Roth it is not our liability, it is Charter Communications.  Todd Roth advised for the township not to pick them up, the second we touch it, it becomes our responsibility.  We will have to close the road.  

Jim Hoops, there is property tax legislation.  5 bills the governor signed.  Based on cost of living.  We don’t want to see people taxed out of their homes.  DATA Centers, non disclosure agreement, HB 695 where the passes/sign one of these agreements, the local officials cannot sign those type of agreements.   If Developers are coming, talk to prosecutor first before you sign anything.   Would Williams County want to have in the future a meeting to have someone come in and talk about it.    HB 15 dealt with energy passed this year beside a facility behind a meter.   These centers are looking for the energy source.  

Jim Hoops, Capital Project due by March 12.  

Next meeting, May 21, 2026 at 7 pm -  at East Annex.  

Adjourn:  Motion to adjourn by Willie Grime, 2nd Matt Grube, and the motion carried.  



